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of the popular party, was elected consul; they even suffered
him subsequently to be re-elected for three years in succession,
from 104 to 102 B. c., though this was contrary to all Roman
political traditions. The first business of Marius was to
reform the army. Owing to the force of circumstances, that
army had ceased in practice to be a militia of citizens owning
land and answering to an annual summons. The militia had
been transformed by degrees into a standing army, because
the provinces required the presence of such a force. The
custom, by which the army was recruited solely from Roman
citizens in possession of land, made it almost impossible to
enrol men fast enough. It has been said already that men
were unwilling to serve for years in the army, knowing all
the time that their land at home was going to ruin. Mean-
while, as the number of landholders decreased, the same
families were again and again called upon for recruits, while
the landless population of the towns and villages, which was
constantly increasing, escaped almost altogether. Marius
carried through his reforms in the dark days of the Cimbrian
war, and put an end for ever to the conception of a militia
i consisting of landholders. He summoned the proletariate to
the colours, attracting them by pay and a promise of allot-
j ments of land when their time of service had expired. Thus
1 what had been a militia became a professional army of long-
service volunteers. With this new force Marius was able to
defend Italy against the invasion of the Cimbri and Teutones
in 102 B. c.; some of them were defeated and destroyed at
Aquae Sextiae (now Aix) in southern Gaul, and the rest at
Vercellae in north Italy.

The difficulties of Rome during these anxious years were
increased by a fresh revolt of slaves in Sicily, which went on
for three years from 104 to 101 B. c. At sea, too, the activity
of the pirates made all trade impossible, and it was necessary
to send ja powerful fleet against them in 102 B. c. commanded
by the * praetor Antonius. But the relief gained by this
expedition was only temporary. All these misfortunes,
humiliating to the pride of the citizens and affecting their
material well-being, lowered the Senate greatly in the opinion
of the population and forced again to the front the leaders
of the popular party which had never given up their violent
attacks upon the Senate. Marius was one of these leaders
and Apuleius Saturninus the other.